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Propositions relating to the dissertation “Political Obligation as a Moral 
Necessity” by Yizhong Luo 
1. Political obligation belongs to the category of moral obligation. 
2. Giving justifications for political obligation and political legitimacy are distinct 
projects. 
3. Voluntariness is not a necessary condition for political obligation. 
4. Political obligation is justified as a moral necessity for the maintenance of a 
morally acceptable life, especially in the public domain. 
5. People’s incapability of avoiding interacting with others generates particularity 
in political obligation. 
6. The justification for political obligation is one-staged instead of two-staged, 
since the proximity principle is part of the moral necessity thesis. 
7. Jurisprudence or legal philosophy is not a domestic discipline. 
8. Any topic in legal philosophy cannot be adequately treated without probing 
into political philosophy or ethics. 
9. Legal philosophy is not an independent discipline. 
10.  Metaethics is merely of scholarly interests or satisfies curiosity in public 
concerns such as politics and the law. 
11.  [Almost] all the questions we raise and [almost] all the answers we offer are 
reminiscences of those classical texts. 
